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BASIC CHORD PROGRESSIONS

In a song, chords progress from one to another. Hence the term “chord progression.”
A basic chord progression is a set of chords that are common to many songs.

Achord progression can be played in any key. When we play a basic chord progression in a different key,
we call that ‘transposing.’

Note that we use Roman Numerals to identify which chord of the scale we are using. We give each chord in
the scale a number. There are 7 notes in a major scale. There is a chord for each of those notes.

Every Major Scale (all 12 of them) have 7 chords in them and each is numbered from 1 to 7. Learning chords by
numbers (in relation to the key you are in), simplifies learning how chords work “together” to form “chord
progressions” COMMON to hundreds and thousands of songs.

Here is an example of a basic chord progression: This progression uses the one (l) chord and the five (V7)
chord of the key of C major.

| V7 | Vi
Key of C |CIII|GTIII|CIIT|GTIII

When you see this synbol :|| it means to repeat what you have just played.

Now let's TRANSPOSE that chord progression to some other keys. A, G, E, D

We still use the | and V chord of each new key.

I \& I 4
Key of A |ALITVETIITIATITIETTI

I \& I V7
Key of G |G/11|D7/11GII|D7/11

I \& I V7
Key of E |E//ITB7/IT|EII|B7///:|]| *B7 is a new chord. See below.

I \& I V7
Key of D |D/TIVATIIT|DITT AT B7

X ®
Here are some other chord progressions you can try: ‘
[ VATV TN | ® ® [ J

LLLLTLIN I LTIN TN
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